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2015 2016 2017 2018
Total Score 292.4 414.5 417.0 482.7
Reading Score 95.9 152.0 154.3 176.6
Listening Score 121.0 167.0 162.2 195.1
Writing Score 75.4 95.5 100.1 109.4

(F—FE0He, 2015 FE=8 H/E, 2018 =11 4/F)
64



Total Reading Listening Writing

Grade 2017 2018 2017 2018 2017 2018 2017 2018
7 0 13 0 15 0 27 0 1

6 12 16 32 13 26 39 0 6

5 32 37 25 26 15 21 11 31

4 47 58 28 72 34 26 132 114

(ZBRES - 2017 =225 4, 2018 =218 4)
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(1) Grade 11
1. Contents

F AN
[= ey

rmb
nnu

C. &

Presentations
1. General presentation with research question.

2. Presentation on research questions provided by teacher.

Other Assignments
- Communication Cues textbook

- The O.C. (American television program)
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2. Learning Outcomes

For the presentations, the students had to research a particular topic, present the
research to the teacher, translate the work into English and then give a 5-minute power
presentation in English to teachers of English. Students were graded on presentation ability,

English speaking and understanding of the topic.

The Communication Cues textbook is about situations non-Japanese students have in
Japan. Students were evaluated on short listening and writing assignments. Finally,
students watched different episodes of The O.C. and were given mostly comprehension-based

assignments after watching.

3. Issues

As always with this course, students differed greatly in English ability and this absolutely
contributes to the enjoyment and assessment they get from the class. This was especially
apparent in the two presentations. Also, listening was found to be challenging for more than
50% of the class.

(2) Grade 12

1. Contents
Presentation  topic of interest + world issue
Daily conversation — imprompt speech

Project — debate + infomercial

2. Outcome
Students presented on different topics to increase their confidence, understanding and
skills in English. Projects additionally allowed for students to showcase their creativity and

gain a deeper understanding of the world.

3. Awaiting solution

Some students had issues producing original work. To avoid academic dishonesty, it
requires a school based approach for teachers, students and parents to recognize what is
plagiarism and collusion.
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The Story of My Life by Helen Keller

Emma Watson: Gender equality is your issue too

A-PLO—XERFY Always on the side of the egg by Haruki Murakami

Barack Obama’ s National Address to America’ s Schoolchildren

Angelina Jolie Receives the Jean Hersholt Humanitarian Award at the 2013 Governors Awards

Nelson Mandela’'s speech

Albert Einstein’s speech

Mahatma Gandhi's speech

Ba—XE
R EBPY Abraham Lincoln’s speech

Malala Yousafzai's speech

Mother Teresa's speech
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Section 1: Rationale and Introduction

This study is the third and concluding external review of the five-year Tamagawa Academy
Super Global High School (TSGH) program, Awakening the Whole Person to Become Global
Leaders of International Organizations, launched in June 2014 and closing March 2019.
Tamagawa Academy is one of 56 high schools selected and subsequently funded by the
Japanese Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology (MEXT) for the
nationwide Super Global High School (SGH) program. Selected SGH schools are called upon
to demonstrate their efforts in developing ‘global human resources’ (i.e. graduates equipped
with the capacity to identify and solve the problems of global society or those equipped to be
proactive and show leadership in global business) through their own unique curriculum
development.’

Tamagawa Academy, founded in 1929, is a private education institution providing education
for all grades (K-12, university and post-graduate levels) within a single campus located in
Machida, Tokyo. It has a longstanding commitment to whole-person ( ‘zenjin’ ) education and
international education.? Since 2007, it has offered International Baccalaureate (IB) programs
for grades 7 through 123 alongside its general academic course. The Academy has developed
extensive international programs and partnerships with schools around the world. Every year
it sends about 300 students to study abroad and hosts about 200 foreign students. It is the first
Japanese school affiliated to Round Square, an international school federation consisting of
150 schools in 40 countries that organizes international conferences where student
representatives engage in discussion of international and environmental issues and conduct
volunteer work. An international perspective that lends itself to an international contribution is
one of six IDEALS of learning* promoted by Round Square.®

The Tamagawa Academy Super Global High School program aims at nurturing whole person

! http:/sgh.tamagawa.ed.jp/en/sgh
2 http://www.tamagawa.jp/en/
‘Zenjin education’ and ‘global/international education’  are two of twelve precepts of education at Tamagawa

Academy. Other precepts include: ‘respect for individuality’ , ‘self-study and autonomy’ , ‘highly effective
education’ , ‘education that is scholarship’ , ‘respectfor nature’ , ‘trust within the school community’ , °
Rosaku education’ , ‘uniting opposites’ , ‘One who walks the extra mile and one who is a pioneer’ and ’

24 hour education.’

% The International Baccalaureate Middle Years Programme for grades 7-10 and the International Baccalaureate
Diploma Programme for grades 11-12.

4 The six IDEALS of learning are: Internationalism, Democracy, Environment, Adventure, Leadership and Service.
https://www.roundsquare.org/about-us/

5 http://sgh.tamagawa.ed.jp/en/index
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leadership capacities among students (for example, communication, language and leadership
skills; acceptance of different cultures; understanding of global issues; a strong motivation to
take action that promotes global wellbeing) so that they are better disposed to choose their
future career with international organizations such as the United Nations and international non-
governmental organizations. While there are many SGH schools primarily concerned with
human resource development for global business, Tamagawa Academy made the conscious
decision to focus on preparation towards making a humanitarian contribution to the world. Such
an emphasis is very much in line with Tamagawa’ s philosophy of whole person education
and its spirit of volunteerism. TSGH is, thus, considered as an organic  ‘extension’ of the
Academy’ s long history of and commitment to international education.®

The TSGH program targets all students from grades 9 to 12 (904 students in 2018/19). It has
two stages: the ‘stage for nurturing basic skills’ and the ‘stage for exploring issues’ .
Formal and extra-curricular activities are offered simultaneously throughout the year. Courses
and activities identified and offered during each year of the five-year TSGH program are
summarized in Section 3.1 below.

Students are encouraged to choose one from five research themes that many international
development organizations address (i.e. poverty, human rights, the environment, diplomacy
and international cooperation) so that they can develop capacities on their chosen theme
through participating in the program.

Over the five years of TSGH, Tamagawa Academy has commissioned Sustainability Frontiers’
to research and write three external program reviews. The first evaluated TSGH in the
academic year 2014 to 2015%. The second evaluated the TSGH program for 2015/6 and
2016/7°. This third evaluative review covers the years 2017/8 and 2018/9 as well as reviewing
the five years taken as a whole. The purposes of this review are as follows:

o To explore key stakeholder perspectives on the TSGH experience

¢ To examine impacts of the program on students and teachers

e To examine TSGH influence on Tamagawa Academy taken as a whole
¢ To conduct an analysis of achievements and gaps in achievement

e Tolook at the TSGH legacy

6 Tamagawa Academy President/CEQ interview, 2015

7 http://www.sustainabilityfrontiers.org

8 Kagawa, F. & Selby, D. (2015). Tamagawa Academy Super High School (TSGH) Program: External Evaluation
for the Academic Year 2014-15: Tokyo: Tamagawa Academy

® Kagawa, F. & Selby, D. (2017). Tamagawa Academy Super High School (TSGH) Program: External Evaluation
for the Academic Year 2016-17: Tokyo: Tamagawa Academy
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Section 2: Research Methodology

The research method employed for this review has been one of desk-based analysis of TSGH
program documentation (including internal evaluation data) and desk-based at-a-distance
empirical research using the Skype facility for focus group and one-on-one semi-structured
interviews supported by a team of two translators.

As such, this review departs from the research methodology of the two earlier evaluation
reports in two regards. First, questionnaire surveys of student beneficiaries and their parents
were not employed in this review round. Second, in the case of the two earlier reviews, focus
groups and individual interviews were conducted face-to-face. Thus, the earlier two reviews
collected and used a significant amount of quantitative data while this review is heavily
weighted towards the collection and analysis of qualitative data.

Interviews were conducted between 11 December 2018 and 31 January 2019 each lasting
between 45 minutes and 60 minutes. A translation team was on hand for most of the interviews.

Individual interviews were held with the following members of senior management: the
Director, Upper Secondary Division; the Director, Academic Affairs, the Chief, Curriculum
Coordination. Additionally, an opening individual interview was conducted with the Chair of the
Super Global High School Committee and TSGH leader followed by a second, ‘mop-up’
interview (i.e. to discuss issues that had surfaced but remained unaddressed) to close the
schedule of interviews.

Focus group and individual interviews were held with teachers in charge of the following
courses and initiatives falling under the TSGH program:

e Global Studies (three male teachers)

e World Studies (two male teachers)

o European Studies (four males teachers; one female teacher)
e African Studies (two males teachers; three female teachers)

e Model United Nations (one female teacher; one male teacher)
¢ Round Square (one female teacher).

In addition, a focus group interview was held with 10 teacher members of the SGH Committee.

The interview was framed by a SWOT (Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities, Threats) type

exercise in which participants brainstormed ideas on TSGH using a different quadrant of the

large piece of paper provided to brainstorm their thoughts about SGH under each of the four

headings, ‘Challenges/Obstacles’ and ‘Legacy’ being used as headings ratherthan °
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Opportunities’ and ‘Threats’ . Following the exercise, participants were questioned about
items listed in each quadrant.

A focus group interview was also conducted with six parents of students involved in TSGH
programs. All were female.

Focus group interviews were conducted with students involved with TSGH programs, namely
with:

e Four students (three female, one male) taking the Global Studies elective

o Three students (all female) taking the World Studies elective

¢ Five students (four male, one female) participating in the European Studies program

¢ Five students (one male, four female) participating in the African Studies program

o Five students (two males, three male) participating in the Model United Nations
initiative

o Five students (one male, four female) participating in, and having leadership
responsibilities for, the Round Square program

Finally, a focus group interview was held with four students (one male, three female) who had
graduated from the TSGH program.

All interviews were recorded with prior permission. Interview notes were also written. Both
recordings and notes were analyzed and, in the case of the notes and transcribed parts of the
recordings, color-coded prior to the writing of this review.

Section 3: Formal Curricula and Non-formal Curricula Aspects of TSGH

3.1 Constituent Components of TSGH

The TSGH program has come to consist of eight components.”® Two are identified as falling
under the ‘nurturing basic skills’ heading, i.e. the Global Career Seminar Series and the
Tamagawa Super Global Leaders initiative. Six fall under the ‘exploring issues’ heading:
the World Studies, Global Studies and Model United Nations electives, the African Studies and
European Studies study tours, and the Tamagawa Round Square International Conference.
While the two  “nurturing basic skills’ components were launched at the inception of TSGH,

0 In the early days of the TSGH program the Tamagawa Adventure Program was included as a TSGH activity. A
US invention, TAP is an experiential learning program aimed at building trusting relationships and nurturing
creativity, problem solving and leadership often in out-of-doors settings. It also addressed bullying. It was dropped
from TSGH.
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the six ‘exploring issues’ initiatives all existed prior to TSGH but were all brought together
under the TSGH umbrella.

3.2 The Global Career Seminar Series

The Global Career Seminar Series was one of the two wholly new initiatives introduced as part
of TSGH initiative.

It aims at developing and deepening student understanding of contemporary global issues
through expert guest speakers, to stimulate student interest in choosing a future career in
international organizations and to galvanize them into proactive engagement with world issues.

Over the 5 years of TSGH, there have been continuous efforts to improve the program by
careful choice of speaker and topic, by improving student participation methods and by more
effective promotion. Very innovative ways of heightening student participation have been
introduced. In the last three years a system has been in place under which students can make
requests for a particular speaker or genre of speaker and/or can request a particular theme. It
is now also open for students to prepare a presentation on the theme of the day, present it
before the guest speaks, the guest responding to the particular issues raised by the students.
If this approach is used the speaker is notified about the scope of the student presentation
beforehand.

This seminar series involves two forms of participation: voluntary lunchtime participation (TED
style) and compulsory participation, i.e. as part of a class or whole grade requirement.

The overall total number of student attendances at seminar sessions numbers 14,992. The
year-by-year breakdown of attendance figures is given below.

2014/15 2015/16 2016/17 2017/18 2018/19
1,408 4,319 4,388 2,914 1963

A total of 89 lunchtime seminars were offered over the five-year period of TSGH, some
speeches being available on YouTube. The year-by-year breakdown of sessions is as follows:

2014/15 2015/16 2016/17 2017/18 2018/19
17 25 20 17 10

The total number of speakers across the five years numbers 122, of which 76 are male, 45
female and 1 transgender:
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Academic Year Total Male Female | Transgender
2018/19 12 7 5 -
2017/18 18 13 4 1
2016/17 32 16 16 -
2015/16 38 24 14 -
2014/15 22 16 6 -

Guest speakers have included representatives of a range of Japanese agencies and
organizations connected to the five key themes of TSGH including representatives from the
Cabinet Office, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, JICA, the Japanese Red Cross, Japanese
NGOs, Japanese universities or international agencies and organizations such as IMF, WHO,
ILO and UNICEF. Speakers have work experience in international development and
humanitarian fields. A small number of university students (including Tamagawa graduates)
have appeared as speakers in recent years.

Over the five years of TSGH the thematic balance of seminar topic is as follows: Environment:
11.2%; Poverty: 14.4%; Human Rights: 16%; Diplomacy and Leadership: 16%; International
Cooperation: 42.2%."

In our 2017 evaluative report we recommended that mechanisms be put in place to link the
seminar series to the curriculum.' Those mechanisms remain less than sturdy, save in the
case of the Model United Nations program (see 3.4.3) where the lectures are directly
connected to the MUN agenda.

3.3 Super Global Leaders

The Tamagawa Super Global Leaders (TSGL) 48-Point system started with the
commencement of TSGH. It was conceived as a means of stimulating student interest in
actively participating in various TSGH activities.

Grade 9 to grade 12 students participating in various activities laid out in the TSGL 48 point
list can accumulate points over 4 years. At the end of each year, the small numbers of students
that are ranked at the top of the scoring table receive recognition through a school graduation
ceremony in the case of grade 12 students or an end-of-year ceremony in the case of grade

" Most speakers spoke to more than one theme, signaling such in their lecture description. If a speaker declared
that they were speaking to more than one theme they are given one point for each theme in the counting method
used.

2 Kagawa, F. & Selby, D. (2017). Tamagawa Academy Super High School (TSGH) Program: External Evaluation
for the Academic Year 2016-17: Tokyo: Tamagawa Academy
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9-11 students. In the academic year 2018/19, eight grade 12 students and 8 grade 9-11
students were recognized for their achievement.

The originator of the scheme felt it a good idea to incentivize adhesion to the TSGH program,
remarking on Japanese love of collecting things. The scheme has, however, come in for
criticism. First, it has been remarked that the number of points allotted to various kinds of
involvement and achievement is rather rough and ready. For instance, while two points are
awarded for taking the World Studies elective or the Global Studies elective both of which go
over a year, four points are awarded for participating in one of the two time-limited study abroad
programs that are available (see 3.5). Similarly, participating in the (intensive) Model United
Nations elective earns three points while winning an award in an English recitation contest
earns four points. Reference to facility in English also connects to the further point that the
points weighting in the list awards English competence more than global learning.  “Winning
a competition in English’ earns five points as does high performance in English language
examinations (such as TOEFL or IELTS) The subliminal message is that English competence
is the sine qua non of global skills competence. There is also the suggestion from some
students that the system benefits the privileged given that participation in a rather costly study
abroad program earns four points. The argument is also put that the focus on points becomes
an end in itself rather than the cultivation of a global humanitarian ethic. With the close of
TSGH the scheme is being discontinued, those in charge of its successor program, the
Tamagawa Super Science High School not wishing to continue the scheme.

3.4 Elective Programs/Courses
3.4.1 Global Studies

The grade 10-12 Global Studies elective gives students the opportunity to learn about
international issues while pursuing a focus of their own choosing. From the plethora of issues
falling under the themes of environment, human rights, poverty, diplomacy and international
cooperation, students opt for a research topic of choice and working on their own or in teams
conduct in-depth research before reporting their study by means of a display or exhibition, a
presentation at school or at a conference and/or by writing an essay. One 65-minute lesson
per week is devoted to the elective but it is open to students to seek additional guidance from
the two teachers overseeing the program whenever needed. Teachers reckon that they devote
an average of 30 minutes per week to out-of-class support of students but with intensive
support periods close to student presentations when much more time is given over to the
program. Students can take the course twice at different grade levels.

Students taking Global Studies tend to have a prior interest in international relations and issues

or an interest in a specific burning issue that they find they can study through the program, an

example being three female students who wanted to find a study home for their interest in
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South Africa and the upcoming Tokyo Olympics. Students are also attracted by the opportunity
to learn in a style of their choice with space for interdisciplinary learning. ‘You can choose
what you want at the level of intensity you want,” commented one student. Another pointed
to the opportunity to consult with teachers from outside the program about their interdisciplinary
topic. The known intensity of the program was, however, something of a deterrent to some
students ‘It is very demanding,” said one teacher, ‘and students have the opportunity of
choosing from a wide range of electives.” Students interviewed also pointed to the localism
of much of the student body. ‘“When people hear “global” they think of outside Japan and
theydon’ tseethe “global” inthe “local”,” explained one. Others pointed out that much
of the international documentation to be consulted is in English and this is a disincentive to
taking the program. Box 1 lays out the number of students taking Global Studies over the four

years of TSGH (2014/15 figures not available).

Box 1: Student Taking the Global Studies Course

Academic year Total Male Female
2018/19 23 1 22
2017/18 26 1 25
2016/17 29 0 29
2015/16 16 0 16

Global Studies teachers explain that during the first half of the year there is a focus on using
interactive learning to evoke student interest in a range of issues and to develop critical thinking
and the ability to work with multiple perspectives but this gradually gives way to lessons given
over to advising on individual student projects. There is, therefore, a shift through the year from
a group dynamic to an individual orientation. Teachers report that both class and individual
sessions are about helping students overcome any loss in direction by introducing a

methodological scaffolding’ in which they learn to dig deeper for information, learn how to
frame and explore critical questions, and learn how to present. The freedom to study, thus,
has to be tempered not ‘by a manual but by models and patterns for enquiry and research

b

Interesting topics pursued include the student who researched and wrote a ninth grade module
on Fair Trade with a lesson plan for teachers, the module actually being taught by a ninth grade
teacher. Another example is the student who, using social media, gathered photographs of
deprivation in developed countries and, again using social media, asked whether the place
depicted was a developed or developing country. Teachers cite the Sustainable Development
Goals as the primary topic of choice with issues surrounding poverty and discrimination also

regularly being picked up. Environmental topics figure each year but are chosen by just a few.
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Benefits and lessons of the Global Studies course were seen by students as:  ‘being able to
do what we wanted if we seized the opportunities’ , ‘if we are motivated, support will come
ourway’ , acquiring a widened outlook, and  ‘being able to communicate what we are doing
outside the school’ .

3.4.2 World Studies

The grade 12 World Studies elective is offered in English and in Japanese in a parallel
timetable. The aim of the course is threefold:

e Helping students understand the link between global issues and their own lives and
experiences

e Helping students imagine the perspectives of those who live in different social and
cultural contexts

e Empowering students to become active and responsible agents of change in creating
a more equal and democratic society at all societal levels.

The course is taught over one school year with four periods of 50 minutes allotted per week.

The range of themes covered in class is wide-ranging including: mass media and stereotypes,
issues surrounding poverty, prejudice and discrimination, LGTB issues, world population,
terrorism, international cooperation, intercultural relations, human rights and responsibilities,
the rights of the child, refugees, the nature of citizenship, the Sustainable Development Goals,
peace, conflict and disarmament, climate change, and futures at all levels, local through global.

For students interviewed what marks out the classroom experience is the student-centered
learning approach that combines with the treatment of global themes. The general experience
of students is that their teachers commonly conduct lessons from the front with the students
seated in rows and taking notes whereas in World Studies classes, the aim is to give voice to
students and have them engage with each other in discussion and debate usually in response
to some provocative stimulus. Lessons, students note, regularly begin with a lively role-play, a
simulation exercise or whole group or small group interaction that is followed first by an
emotional processing and then a surfacing of key issues.

In interview, the World Studies teachers are at pains to explain how students are acculturated

to ‘horizontal’ learning. ‘Ourjob,” onesaid, ‘isto teach how to discuss and to move

students from responding passively to responding actively in a free atmosphere. We begin with

a less controversial, a lighter, fun but involving topic, mass media, where the students won’ t

bump heads, and where students can practice how to discuss, dialog and argue without

personalizing any critique of others. But then the subject matter gets more and more
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controversial with the learning stimulus material designed to surface multiple opinions. The
approach is to foster confidence in giving and exchanging opinions.” As the program
progresses there is an increasing focus on developing emotional intelligence, i.e. emotional,
connective and empathetic responses to human (and other than human) predicaments
studied. For a recording of thoughts and feelings, a diary is assigned to each student that the
teacher may or may not see at the end of each semester depending on whether the student is
comfortable with sharing what is a personal record. The teachers most powerful memories of
the course concerned role plays and simulations that gave students a vivid experience of
meeting people from a diametrically different culture or experience of being refugees or
members of a marginalized and discriminated minority.

Students interviewed attest to the awareness raising, perspective changing and emotional
impacts of the World Studies program. One spoke of her sense of shock as scales fell from
her eyes as she thought about how intractable some global problems were. Another spoke of
her narrow understanding of the world outside Japan before she joined the course and of how
immersion in the course changed her perceptions. ‘My perceptions of places changed,” she
explained, ‘I had an image of the United States as great, standing for freedom and sparkly
but | now see that in reality it has problems to. | now see the darker side, and | also see the
darker side of Japan, too.” All spoke of the level of respect they now had for those affected
by the multiple crises facing them, and the respect they had for those who were trying to help.
All also referred to the skills they had learned through the active learning approach: how to
work towards consensus, how to take on board multiple perspectives; and how to articulate
opinions and bring those opinions to the discussion table.

Significantly, some of the students interviewed attested to the influence of the course on their
proposed career path; one wanting to go to university to study social issues before taking on
a career trajectory aimed at addressing social problems; another declaring that as a result of
the course she intends to study refugee issues at university before embarking on a career in
the refugee field.

Box 2: Students taking the World Studies course

Academic year Total Male Female
2018/19 27 0 27
2017/18 22 3 19
2016/17 23 1 22
2015/16 30 3 27
2014/15 34 3 30

3.4.3 Model United Nations and Section MUN
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The Model United Nations and Section MUN is an elective class offered as both a general and
International Baccalaureate (IB) course for grades 9-12, the students using mainly English as
they develop global perspectives, obtain topic expertise, develop their communication and
negotiation skills, and practice leadership. The course can be taken repeatedly if students wish

There are a number of unique characteristics in MUN. First, an interdisciplinary team of
teachers is in charge of the course; second, it provides a rare opportunity for general course
and IB course students from different grade levels to learn and work together. Third, it fully
employs student-led and active learning methods and teachers play a role as facilitator.

The teaching staff view MUN as a means of focusing on global issues not touched upon in
most other classes. Students choose the global topics to be covered during the year. Working
in small groups they conduct research on the chosen topic(s) from the perspective of a foreign
country assigned. Student groups then role-play as delegates to the UN and simulate a UN
General Assembly.

A key objective is to practice negotiation skills, consensus building skills and problem solving
skills, competencies, according to one male teacher, not taught in most Japanese schools.

In 2018-19 students chose the following three topics: the Afghan conflict, Iraq and
disarmament, and building an interim government in Iraq. The Iraq war theme captured in two
of the choices became the thematic choice for the Tamagawa inter-school MUN conference
for the year as arranged by the students. In the February before the conference to be held a
year later students on the course are asked to join an organizing committee. The next month
and prior to the beginning of the new school year the committee determines the overarching
topic for the following conference, for example peace or poverty. The choice of general topic
then shapes the choice of the three in-depth topics to be considered in class during the year.
Each topic is addressed through a similar process of two or three rounds of research and
presentation, research teams exploring the topic through the lens of their chosen country. As
the year unfolds the conference topic is sharpened and in the summer vacation the organizing
committee starts preparing the inter-school conference event. Through the fall semester
successive draft versions of the event proposal are honed and towards the end of the semester
the class is used as a testing ground for the upcoming conference. Students each take on a
role, most as country ambassadors but some as monitors and rapporteurs, in what will be role-
played as a session of the UN General Assembly. Test runs are used to practice the event.
Meanwhile, other schools are approached to participate or renew their participation.

Other schools involved do not have a MUN elective and credited course although a minority

have an after-school MUN club. Some schools thus come to the event with less intensive

preparation. It follows that there is a significant difference in depth of understanding of topic
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and process between Tamagawa students and visiting students.

Tamagawa Academy has hosted an annual MUN conference from the start of TSGH. At
the fifth MUN conference on the rebuilding of Iraq in 2019, 110 students from twelve schools
plus Tamagawa attended, engaging in intra-country discussions and writing of resolutions,
moderated and non-moderated caucus meetings, and speaking and negotiating mutually
beneficial ways forward at general sessions. Back in class, Tamagawa students gave inputs
on how they might have improved their performance while the committee discussed the quality
of its conference organization.

MUN teachers see their role as that of adviser, administrator and facilitator. The aim is to hand
over more and more responsibility to students as the year progresses. ‘Students grow in
activity and agency,” said one teacher. ‘Teachers become close to redundant. This
completely transforms the teacher/student relationship. There is an equalization of role over
time.” A male student expressed appreciation of the move away from frontal to facilitative
teaching. ‘Students play a large part in running the class through the organizing committee.
It’ s student-centered and you feel comfortable in sharing and enquiring about what you don

b

t know. The class is also distinctive in its regular use of the Internet.’

Students are assessed on the quality of their research, how well they understand their topic
and on their performance in in-class MUN events. They hand in a folder of their country
research file and UN speech text with position and policy papers for grading.

There has been a significant drop in numbers taking the elective in recent times so class size
has been almost halved (50>50>26 in the last three school years). The teachers of the program
are unclear as to why this is happening. Even a recruitment drive by the students themselves
was less than successful. One explanation put forward by a teacher is that in the year just
ending the class was made an exclusively grade 10/11 course whereas it had earlier spanned
grades 9/10/11. Some students place a different interpretation on the fall away in student
numbers, suggesting that some are deterred by the demanding nature of the program.

3.5 TSGH Study Abroad Programs
3.5.1 African Studies Study Abroad Program

African Studies is an extracurricular study abroad program for grades 9-12 aimed at learning

about real life issues of poverty and human rights in a southern African country. In 2018 twenty

students visited the Republic of South Africa for nine days in a program that included a visit to

an illegal settlement where they witnessed dire poverty, a visit to the Pretoria branch of the

Japan International Cooperation Agency followed by a visit to a JICA-funded disabled persons

support center, a visit to the Sterkfontein caves world heritage site, an intercultural exchange
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in Cape Town, a visit to Robben Island, the place of imprisonment of South Africa’ s first
President, Nelson Mandela, a visit to a ‘township’ from apartheid days and a visit to the
Cape of Good Hope itself.

Students participating in the 2018 program had various motives for wishing to participate. One
female student had as longstanding personal interest in food security issues in the African
continent. Another wanted to join simply because South Africa was an unusual destination for
Japanese. A male student was aware of Japanese development support for South Africa and
wanted to see how it was implemented. Another, with an abiding interest in soccer, wanted to
use the vehicle of soccer playing to get to know South African black youth

Students applying to join the program submit a paper explaining why they want to join. This is
followed by an interview. In some years there are too many applications and the interview is
used to filter out some applicants. In other years a recruitment drive is necessary to fill the
places.

By way of preparation for the visit, students research a chosen area of interest and the places
they are programmed to visit. They prepare a poster on Japan to explain Japanese life and
culture to their hosts. They present a PowerPoint to the group. A special session is held with
parents attending on customs and lifestyles in South Africa. However, and somewhat
strangely, no training sessions on intercultural etiquette and behaviors are held.

Once in the field, teachers do not have to coordinate and watch over the schedule since a tour
guide is hired to do this. Their role is rather to encourage interaction between shy and often
culture shocked students and host students, to lead evening reflection sessions for students,
and to organize an evening report back to the school in the form of a website entry.

Students in interview conveyed many powerful memories. They were impressed by the
friendliness with which they were met and people’ s willingness to relate, comparing Japan
adversely. They were delighted to see dancing and singing in the streets. They recall
occasional loss of a sense of security. Very importantly, they were shocked by the huge
disparities between rich and poor. They recall the smoke above Cape Town as cars were
burned by groups in conflict. Some were shocked to learn at the disabled persons support
center that inmates could not visit family and friends because of wheelchair shortages. They
were as deeply shocked to discover disability being seen as a source of shame and as a bar
to education.

Asked about their most powerful memories and impressions, teachers first talked about the

slowness of life and the different time expectations before recalling their shock at seeing

students cry when they first talked to black people and their need for support. They were then

astonished at the ways things evolved with Japanese and African students enjoying a closely-
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knit and warm relationship, subsequently maintained through letter and email contact.

Participating students attest to shifts in perception as a result of the study abroad program.

| had thought that supporting development was enough but now | see that | must be concerned
about practical implementation, water and sewage,” said one. ‘| came away optimistic that
HIV/Aids can be rolled back,” said another. ‘I had researched poverty at school,” said a
third, ‘but | realized | had not put my prejudices aside. | was shocked by the huge disparities
in wealth. You cannot say that South Africa is a poor country’ . The visit confirmed one female
student in her decision to take a social work degree at university.

A female teacher recounted that the visit had changed her way of thinking about happiness.
Happiness as ‘having has changed to one of being. Happiness depends not on what you
have but on what you are’ . The same teacher was inspired by her visit to Mandella’ s prison;
how the great man had never given up hope in the direst of circumstances. The visit had also
confirmed her positive faith in students as she saw them, after initial fears and reserve engage
ever more deeply with their South African counterparts.

Back at school two students presented their impressions to the citizens of Machida and others
at an open session at the city hall. All made individual posters and presented at the school

festival. There was limited pick up on their experiences in classrooms.

Box 3: Students taking the African Studies Study Abroad Program

Academic year Total Male Female
2018/19 20 6 14
2017/18 17 6 11
2016/17 17 2 15
2015/16 13 4 9
2014/15 13 2 11

3.5.2 European Studies Study Abroad Program

This grade 9 to 12 study tour program initially arose out of the relationship Tamagawa
Academy had enjoyed with the Goethe-Gymnasium, Frankfurt, Germany since 1989. Each
year about fifteen Tamagawa students stayed with the families of Goethe-Gymnasium
students, attended classes and, with their hosts, made visits designed to give them a hands-
on experience of German culture. Interest in the annual visit waned and, with prompting from
MEXT, the program was re-oriented to one of visiting international organizations based in
Europe.
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The European Studies Program is described as  ‘an overseas training program with the aim
of nurturing the qualities of global leaders’ . It aims to help students learn about ‘the diverse
culture and history of Europe’  and enable them to developa ‘multifaceted vision of various
problems in the world’ ."® In January 2019 students visited international organizations and
historical facilities in the Netherlands, Switzerland and Poland. In the Netherlands they visited
the International Criminal Court to learn about war crime prosecution processes, the Japanese
Embassy to learn about the relationship between Japan and the Netherlands, the Amsterdam
National Art Gallery, the Jewish History Museum and the house of Anne Frank. In Geneva,
Switzerland they had four interactive lectures/workshops over two days at four different
international organizations: the UN Commission for Human Rights Office, the United Nations
High Commissioner for Refugees, the International Labor Organization and the International
Red Cross. Through the interactive lectures they learned about global issues and of the
qualities needed to work at an international organization. From Krakow, Poland they visited
the Auschwitz-Birkenau Museum and the Schindler enamel factory (the factory of the German
businessman who saved many Jews from massacre).™

The reasons students gave for wanting to participate in the program are various. One male
student wanted to develop further his interest in an international support career; three others
were interested in actualizing knowledge on, respectively, problems of the European Union,
Nazism and migrants/refuges gained from individual project assignments done. A female
student became intent on looking more earnestly at the prospect of attending a Swiss university
before following a career in combatting poverty and child labor.

As with the African Studies program, students wishing to join the program have to complete
an application form, present a paper explaining their motivation and go through a screening
interview. In preparation for the field visit, participants are required to research the destination
countries and the UN and international non-governmental organizations they are to visit.
They are divided into groups and make group presentations on what they have found before
they leave. There is no intercultural training as such but students do engage with former
program participants who share their notebooks from their trip.

It is clear that the visit to Auschwitz-Birkenau was a most powerful memory for both students
and teachers. All knew of its shocking history but were visibly shaken by the reality. ‘This
really happened in our world’ . ‘I pondered upon why anybody could think that this was a
right thing to do.” The lecture received, linking Auschwitz to what was happening in parts of
the world right now, proved very powerful. For one male student the strongest memory came
from the visit to Oskar Schindler’ s factory leaving him deeply admiring of the businessman’

13 http://sgh.tamagawa.ed.jp/en/category/vgg
4 bid
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s heroism and humanitarianism.

Personal perceptions in some cases shifted dramatically. My mindset was completely
changed,” said one female student. ‘Before | was shy and retiring but now | see how
important it is to speak up and be dedicated. | now speak up in class. | want to help solve world
problems.” A number of students spoke of how very impressed they were by the dedication,
motivation levels, open-mindedness and flexibility of Japanese working for the United Nations
and for international non-governmental organizations (see 4.1 for further discussion of this).

Back at school, the study abroad group gave one unscripted, conversational ‘big presentation
" to the whole school and one to each grade. Participants also shared their personal projects
with each other. Only very rarely, however, did impressions and learning from the trip become
afocus in classroom. A teacher in an Ethics, Literature and History class asking a female study
tour participant to explain Auschwitz and a Mathematics teacher setting aside the lesson
agenda for ten minutes while a male student described and answered questions on the

European Studies experience are occasional, but rare examples.

Box 4: Students taking the European Studies Study Abroad Program

Academic year Total Male Female
2018/19 18 3 15
2017/18 18 1 17
2016/17 17 3 14
2015/16 11 2 9
2014/15 16 6 10

3.6 Tamagawa Round Square International Conference

Round Square is a global organization of 170 private schools in 40 countries that undertakes
conferences and community service activities at the international level to foster youth action.
In 2003 the Tamagawa Academy President visited Round Square’ s international conference
in South Africa and, following that, the decision was made to prepare Tamagawa Academy for
Round Square membership. Attendance by three Tamagawa students at the 2004
international conference marked the start of the school’ s student-led activities.'®> Tamagawa
thus became the first of what are now two Round Square schools in Japan. The benefits of
connecting with a community of likeminded schools on an international scale include age-
appropriate conference participation, cultural trips and exchanges, and participation in

5 https://www.tamagawa.jp/en/k12/international/roundsquare.html
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international service projects in support of communities in need. A range of professional
development opportunities is regularly offered.'®

At the time five Round Square students were interviewed, the number of Round Square
members at Tamagawa Academy involved in steering the initiative stood at 60 with some 15
‘core’ , i.e. conference organizing committee members.

Round Square activities begin with the start of the new school year in April when a mini-
conference is held to introduce Round Square to new students and recruit them into the
organization. Students go on to set up and hold a conference with student representatives,
and five Tamagawa students are chosen to attend the annual Round Square international
conference.

The 2018 three-day conference took up the theme of ‘The Environment’ with some 45
students engaged in attending lectures and workshops on topics such as ensuring clothing for
refugees, setting up collection systems for refugee clothing, garbage problems in the
Philippines, garbage problems in Japan, the use of plastic for shopping bags and taking action
on environmental problems. On the middle day a Model United Nations conference was held
on ‘Water Problems in Africa’ with students representing 14 African countries encountering
water problems."”

As its service program, the Tamagawa Round Square group collects clothing for countries in
poverty, collecting clothing from the school community, people in the local area, other schools
(primary and secondary), kindergartens, and nurseries.

Round Square students very much appreciate the latitude they are given. ‘We do everything
ourselves; we have ownership,” said one male student. ‘We get to do everything from start
to finish,” said a female student. ‘We can decide on the content of activities. We chose
environment last time and human rights the year before that.’ ‘What stands out for me,’
said another female student, ‘is that everybody’ s opinion is sought. It is democratic and
consultative.” The teacher overseeing Round Square agrees: ‘It is special because of
student ownership, because of students acquiring confidence in presenting, because it’ s so
egalitarian, a level playing field.’

The group of five Round Square interviewees was at one in thinking that Round Square had
given them the confidence to present and the ability to see and speak from different
perspectives. They had also come to see the importance of asking lots of questions for

16 https://www.roundsquare.org/being-round-square/how/
7 https://www.roundsquare.org/school/tamagawa-academy/
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clarification and understanding. This spilt over they felt into a shedding of their shyness in class
where they were now forward in asking lots of questions.

Asked how to improve Round Square at their school, students interviewed were of the opinion
that Tamagawa could do more by way of service projects. ‘We have not so many projects as
in other Round Square schools,” said one. ‘We hear of many more service projects
elsewhere.” It was also felt that the process of selection of five students for the annual
international conference went against the grain of the Round Square student-led philosophy.
‘It could be more open,” one said. The Round Square teacher felt that recruitment would
improve if Round Square awareness-raising forays were made into the Tamagawa elementary
and middle school. The younger students ‘could be given something to look forward to’ .

3.7 Curriculum Development and Connectivity Issues

In integrating a global dimension into the school curriculum, there are broad strategies to be
followed. First, a school can opt to introduce a core program that is mandatory for all students.
This secures widest student exposure to global issues and global thinking but by demanding
its own timetable space creates significant reverberations across the curriculum, taking time
away from other mandated subjects. It may well run up against national curriculum demands.
Second, a school can seek to infuse a global perspective across the curriculum and into some
- or all - existing subjects. This may well meet teacher resistance and will certainly involve a
process through which teachers of various subjects need to accommodate to and receive
training in infusing a global dimension into their teaching. Third, a school can choose to provide
globally themed courses on an elective basis. This is the ‘low hanging apples’ approach,
easiest to adopt and meeting least resistance. The first and second options bring global
learning to the whole student body. The third limits the number of students exposed to global
issues.

The TSGH approach has been to continue with elective courses already in place, i.e. Global
Studies, World Studies and Model United Nations, meaning in reality that only a small number
of students are exposed to global thinking.

Box 5: The Number of Year 12 Students (Academic Year 2018/2019) who took TSGH optional
subjects in the last three years

All three from the following: Model UN, Global Studies, World Studies | 3
Two from the following: Model UN, Global Studies, World Studies 10
Model UN (once) 19
Model UN (twice) 6
Model UN (three times) 0
Global Studies (once) 5
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Global Studies (twice) 1
Global Studies (three times) 11
World Studies (once) 27

TSGH refrained from seeking a mandatory globally themed course given the significant
pressures teachers are under, their busy timetables, lack of interest on the part of some and
other institutional obstacles. For similar reasons the systematic building of a cross-curricular
approach - in which a global dimension would be built into different subjects at different grade
levels to overall cumulative effect - has been eschewed. Likewise, the systematic mapping
of TSGH knowledge, skills and attitudinal learning outcomes across the curriculum and
vertically through the grade levels has not happened, so an important organizational frame for
cross-curricular provisioning is not in place. ‘We have been too busy and too thinly stretched
with a focus on the day to day,” the TSGH coordinator remarked.

Part of the problem in going down the mandatory course or whole school cross-curricular
avenue, he further muses, lies with the very success of Tamagawa Academy. ‘There are
perhaps too many initiatives, a problem arising from the school’ s success.” There was

no chance to get SGH mandatory curriculum space’ .

It has been remarked earlier that the experiences of students returning from study abroad
programs are but rarely taken up as a learning and sharing resource in class by subject
teachers. Likewise, classroom consideration, reinforcement and elaboration of topics
considered in the Global Seminar Lecture Seriesis ‘less than sturdy’ . A female World Studies
student remarks that  ‘other teachers don’ t seem aware of the world studies course and are
not picking up global themes in their own classes, except in the case of readings in the English
class’ . Afellow female student is of the opinion that ‘it is left to students to make connections

across the curriculum and ‘it is the enthusiast global students who cross-fertilize the
curriculum’ .

The interlinking of TSGH curricular and extra-curricular elements with the wider curriculum has
happened but not in an overly considered and structured way. More in evidence are
interconnections forged between different curricular and extra-curricular strands all falling
under the TSGH umbrella and not least because student enthusiasts tend to pick up
competencies and ways of seeing the world that easily translate between the strands. Students
in interview speak of strengths developed though participation in one TSGH strand feeding
into other, including curriculum, strands. Round Square student participants interviewed felt
that their confidence level as bolstered through Round Square had fed into their performance
in TSGH classes. ‘Round Square and SGH are therefore not mutually exclusive but not
altogether connected,” said one female student.

Opinions on the curricular approach adopted under TSGH vary. One male Global Studies
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student felt that, outside the electives, TSGH had not really affected different parts of the
curriculum, thatitwas  ‘confined to corners of the school’ . A female student taking the same
program considered that ‘in particular parts of the curriculum there is a concentration of the
global but unless you looked for opportunities you could easily avoid getting globally involved
" . Another male Global Studies student declared himself not in favor of a mandatory course
but felt that the Academy should take the course of ‘embedding the global across the
curriculum more thoroughly’ . A female student attending the same program judged that ‘at
the moment the situation is that those who are interested can get involved but a lot of students
can miss being faced by the global situation’ . Some students harbored the feeling that TSGH
should have done more to involve a larger proportion of students. ‘Opportunities are being
taken up by a selected group,” said one. ‘Enthusiasts pick up the opportunities while others
are not interested even though global issues will affect everyone. The school should be more
pushy about getting people involved.’

According to the chief of curriculum, the movement towards greater curriculum linkage is
underway but that ‘it depends on the interest of particular teachers.’ ‘Some teachers are
looking for new material, for new activities; they are thirsty for more.” So cross-curricular
movement is underway but not in a fully planned way. As we will see (4.4), the spread of
interest in the global seems to be riding on the back of the spread of interactive learning across
the school.

The chief curriculum coordinator also notes that other super global high schools have also
taken the electives path not least because students want to follow mandatory courses that
most enhance university entrance prospects.

For the director of academic affairs, curriculum linking needs to be more thorough and more
systematized. ‘Programs are not linked very well. We need to find ways of connecting
overseas programs and overseas students that are visiting and we are hosting to the
curriculum. We give the chance to present but that is all.’

For the director of the senior secondary division a most promising development is the bringing
together of meetings of TSGH personnel and TSSH personnel. ltis a ‘means of firming up
subject overlap, of creating a flow of ideas between the two, a deliberate attempt to be
interdisciplinary’ . Is it working? ‘Well, teachers think it is a good idea; they are working
together linking issues and topics of their classes. Lead teachers for subjects are going to each
other’ s meetings to communicate about joint initiatives.” The MUN elective has pointed the
way in this regard with science teachers invited to contribute on climate change and a social
science teacher invited to share his deep knowledge on Islam.

This promising development in curricular cooperation might, in different form, have come about
earlier had one particular structural decision not been made. For a ten-year period, the TSGH
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coordinator had been present at Head of Department planning meetings in his capacity as
Head of Social Studies. In the run-up to his becoming TSGH coordinator his place at Head of
Department meetings was taken away. It was at these meetings that important curricular
directions, including forging interdisciplinary links, were determined. So at the outset of TSGH
its ability to influence and shape curriculum development was impaired.

Section 4: Impacts on Learners

4.1 The Spread and Reach of TSGH

In 2018-2019 Tamagawa Academy has a student population of 904 (377 male and 527
female). Estimates as to what proportion of the student body has come into direct and close
contact with the TSGH program pretty much coincide. The TSGH coordinator estimates that
out of the 904 students 50 (c.5.5%) are ‘deeply engaged’ with TSGH, while an additional
40t0 50 (c.4.4%-5.5%) are ‘moderately engaged’ with the remainder (88.9%) are ‘notso
engaged’ . As many as 100 students (11.1%) and sometimes more attend the lunchtime Global
Seminar Series. The group of Global Studies students interviewed estimate that there are 40
students ‘deeply involved’ , i.e. participating in three or more activities under the TSGH
umbrella. Others, they say are touched by the program, for instance by attending a lecture, but
to say they are  ‘involved’” would be something of an exaggeration. A member of the SGH
Committee in focus group declared one of the key weaknesses to be that at TSGH events you
saw the ‘same old faces, the same teachers, the same large group of students’ . ‘There
is a core, committed group of students,” she added, ‘but the project is not affecting the
whole school.” This prompted another SGH Committee member to wonder whether ‘more
could have been done with mandatory course idea’ but she then recalled that this had not
been pursued because ‘we knew the curriculum was full’ . Certainly, carefully planned
pursuance of the cross-curricular approach, as discussed immediately above, would, if
successful, have opened TSGH to influencing a much wider body of students.

According to the TSGH coordinator, 80% of his estimated 10% of fully engaged students are
female. A perusal of the charts in section 3.4 confirms that participants in TSGH events have
been overwhelmingly female. Asked why this was so, a female World Studies student
interviewed suggested that the very preponderance of females was intimidating for boys, citing
the case of a boy who retreated from the class because of the presence of so many girls. A
sister student agreed that, for that very reason, the continued preponderance of girls was self-
perpetuating. She also floated the idea that culture gives girls a natural bent towards
unconditional sympathy and care. A World Studies teacher agreed: ‘In my opinion, it takes
a really special boy to volunteer his feelings and opinions,” citing a boy who ‘turned beetroot
red’ under dialogic scrutiny from female peers. According to MUN student interviewees, girls
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sit more happily with group work. For one of the MUN teachers, the preponderance of girls is
a ‘mystery’ but ‘true of MUN generally’ . From several quarters came the view that,
worldwide, girls are more naturally fitted to courses and programs with a strong humanitarian
and environmental leaning and that the preponderance of girls in TSGH simply reflected
Japanese culture. The question has to be asked, however, as to whether strategies might have
been developed and put in place by this flagship project to recruit male students and so
somewhat move towards greater gender balance.

4.2 Changing Perceptions; Changing Personal Visions

There is abundant interview evidence of the impact of TSGH electives and other initiatives on
learner perceptions. One parent interviewed explained that out of her experience of MUN her
daughter was now bent upon improving her English but also set upon becoming an
international volunteer, having already become involved in volunteer work with a local non-
governmental organization. Another parent talked about how through involvement with TSGH
activities her son had achieved a ‘root understanding of issues; an all-rounded and
professional approach’ . A third explained how her daughter had become inspired to join a
volunteer program in Cambodia and, now back home, was organizing the collection of learning
materials to send to Cambodia. All six parents interviewed nodded in assent when asked
whether their child” s TSGH experience was influencing their choice of career.

Students taking one or more electives attested to the impact on their perceptions, attitudes,
sense of themselves and the world, and consequent behaviors. ‘| now seek consensus in
groups,’ said a female World Studies student. | try to see problems from multiple perspectives.
| read newspapers and look at the news. | have a greater sense of social problems. | want to
go to university to study social issues.’ ‘| see how embedded problems are and | now have
a ground level of respect for those affected and those trying to help,” said another. ‘I have
learnt to shed prior perceptions of an issue and see things through other lenses,” explained
a female MUN student.

As we have noted, students on the TSGH study abroad programs to South Africa and Europe
underwent some radical shifts in perception, scales falling from their eyes. African Studies
students returned to Japan with a clear understanding that there are no clear answers to world
problems but that there has to be action not just words. All on the study visit declared
themselves shocked and surprised by the huge and visible disparities in wealth. The
experience made up the mind of one female student to study social work at university. A girl
on the European Studies tour indicated that the power of the Auschwitz experience had
committed her to working on world problems.

Seeking to summarize the TSGH effect, a Round Square teacher felt it had ‘created a sense
of internationalism among the students’ . She went further, adding that the growing ethos of
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internationalism and active learning allied to the considerable potential for English learning
was leading prospective students to want to join the Academy. ‘There are prospective
students who are coming because of SGH. At entrance consultations they ask about SGH. On
open schools days parents and students ask about the international dimension.’

4.3 Characteristics of the ‘Whole Person Global Leader’

In the TSGH proposal to MEXT of 2014 there is a depiction of the ideal ‘whole person global
leader’ :

Someone who has a strong will and flexible ideas, courage, humility, exceptional
communication skills, self-reflective ability, excellent English and mature Japanese
language skills, a capacity to work with government officials with a firm attitude and
care for the young generation.®
In describing ‘the shape of the project’” the TSGH website identifies its vision as the
nurturing of whole-person leaders, who will choose a career in an international organization” .
To realize that vision, broad student learning goals are set out:

We develop their communication, language and leadership skills, teach them to
understand different cultures, to develop an interest in worldwide issues, to act with
determination, and to have a strong will."®

As touched upon earlier, TSGH has not elaborated an overarching framework of grade-
appropriate knowledge, skills and dispositional learning outcomes that would serve to realize
those goals. As we suggested earlier, this has held back cross-curricular implementation under
SGH and also made efforts at student evaluation blunter than they otherwise might have been.
That said, there have been fascinating developments in understandings of the  “whole person
global leader’ idea going far beyond the initial conception among students immersed in the
TSGH initiative.

Asked in focus group interview to describe the key features of the  ‘whole person global leader

, students from various elective courses and informal programs came up with the following
identifiers:

. ‘Someone who can look at a given problem, work towards a solution and bring people
along with them’ (World Studies female student)

8 Tamagawa Academy SGH Proposal to MEXT, 2014 (form 6, p.3)
19 Retrieved from: http://sgh.tamagawa.ed.jp/en/overview
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‘Not just about a lot of leaders meeting but someone who is able to activate small
groups and the grassroots” (World Studies female student)
. ‘A person who understands, can converse on and can act on global issues’  (Global
Studies elective female student)

. ‘Someone who can address global issues on their own; find the issues, address and
help solve them’  (Global Studies elective female student’ )

. ‘Someone always seeking new meanings, setting their aims according to a sound
ethic, and getting on with realizing them’  (European Studies male student)

. ‘Someone who follows a service model of leadership, who drives and steers the
conversation; who avoids hiding away like many past leaders have’ (Model UN female
student)

. ‘Given the weight of information in the world today, a leader is someone who can

identify helpful and relevant information’ (Model UN female student).

. ‘Global leaders are those that listen to each other, seek inclusivity, are open-minded
and listen to opinions, seek to have people follow the best path together; their
leadership is not vertical but horizontal (Round Square female student).

European Studies students in focus group were particularly articulate and persuasive in their
depiction of the  ‘Whole Person Global Leader’ basing their perceptions upon having seen
staff of international organizations at work during their European study tour. ‘I have seen
workers at international organizations, always searching for commonalities, learning through
digesting field experience, continuously learning while most Japanese stop learning after
school, multidisciplinary in inclination. All of these traits are those of the whole person global
leader’ (European Studies female student). ‘I was impressed by the Japanese international
workers (although their numbers are relatively low). They link several fields together; they
relate problems to each other; they all work as spokes in a bicycle wheel. They are really
brilliant. | was amazed at their wide, deep and fluid knowledge’ (European Studies male
student).

The four female postgraduate students meeting in focus group engaged in wide-ranging
discussion on what they had come to understand as whole person global leadership from their
time at the school. Whole person global leaders, they felt, understand the importance of
diversity, of respecting cultural differences and engaging with different perspectives and ideas.
They are ‘not afraid to take risks’ . They are able to engage others, to  ‘seek out common
ground for changing the world’ . They seek to understand different cultures. ‘The global
leader does not stand out but tries to cooperate with others to effect change. Anyone can be
a global leader’ .

Teachers interviewed were less forthcoming in elaborating the horizontal model of leadership
articulated by their students. In teacher focus groups the  ‘Whole Person Global Leader’ s
variously described as:
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. ‘Someone who brings emotional and logical thought together to create a logical
solution’  (World Studies male teacher)

. ‘One who recognizes the meaning of diversity’ (World Studies male teacher)

. ‘Someone who understands the multi-facetted nature of global issues and that there
are multiple perspectives on them’ (Model UN female teacher)

. ‘A leader who is inclusive, open to different perspectives, and takes people towards
leadership’ (Model UN female teacher)

One male World Studies Teacher was dubious about the concept of the  ‘whole person global
leader’ . ‘Whynot,” heasks, ‘justusetheterm “well-rounded person” ‘which he says
carries the meaning of ‘whole person” while, for him, ‘global leader’ seems to be about

‘creating the super hero’ . For yet another teacher (of the Global Studies elective) the term
is superfluous in thatthe ‘ideas are reflected in the core spirit of the school anyway’ . TSGH
is ‘just a natural part of the school. When TSGH ends the ethos of the school will keep
students ‘thinking, asking “how” and “why” , and constantly questioning’ .

These reservations notwithstanding, it would seem an important TSGH legacy to formally
capture the now elaborated conception of the ‘whole person global leader’ , a conception
that perceives leadership as horizontal, collaborative, inclusive and service-related. This might
take the form of an addendum to and consequent enrichment of the Academy’ s twelve
precepts of education, perhaps especially those precepts relatingto  ‘Zenjin’  (harmonious)
education, ‘Rosaku’ (experiential, creative and action-oriented) education and ‘Global
Education’ .2

4.4 Active Learning

It is unequivocally the case that interactive and experiential learning have become a hallmark
of TSGH. There is abundant evidence from students, teachers and senior management that
the five years of the project have wrought a paradigm shift in learning that is rippling out to
subjects across the curriculum. According to the project coordinator, Tamagawa Academy is
being seen as a model school that enshrines what MEXT is currently trying to promote in terms
of active learning. On open day events for parental visits and student recruitment, interactive
learning in action is there in classroom for parents to observe. Tamagawa is also becoming a
magnet for teachers from other schools who wish to observe interactive learning before
implementing it in their own classrooms.

For one parent interviewed, the TSGH milieu of interactive and action-oriented learning had

20 Retrieved from: http://www.tamagawa.jp/en/about/mission/twelve.html
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fostered ‘an overarching sense of empowerment’ in her son and opened his eyes to different
perspective on the world. Another parent talked her daughter’ s TSGH-induced ‘expressive
engagement’  with family debates and discussions sometimes  ‘going on for hours’ .

As we have seen (3.4), the three TSGH electives are conducted using various modalities of
interactive, experiential participatory, student-centered (often student-led) and action-oriented
learning that often spills out of the classroom and into the school and community. The World
Studies program offers an impressive cocktail of media deconstruction activities, cooperative
learning, mock elections, role-plays, intercultural simulations, future-oriented activities,
negotiating activities, group ranking, clustering and categorizing activities, film response
activities, and interactive sessions with visiting speakers. Through the impressive array styles,
there is a pattern to each lesson of reconnecting as a group, experiencing an activity or
engaging with some stimulus, a working through of emotional responses, followed by
debriefing and reflection. Another evident pattern is a sharing and pooling of students know,
an identification of what is not known (the learning challenge), and work towards filling the
knowledge gaps identified. The feel of the course is one of shared and horizontal leadership.
The World Studies program has been the primary theatre for piloting the learning activities that
are to be compiled in the TSGH teacher handbook (see Section 5).

The Global Studies and MUN electives are based upon a similar learning paradigm. As we
have noted (3.4.1), Global Studies students are engaged in a range of interactive learning
activities to pique their interest, develop critical thinking skills, and face challenge from multiple
perspectives before moving into individual research mode. As we have also noted (3.4.2), in
the equally, if not more, student-centric MUN elective, teachers ‘do not so much lecture as
explain, and get students being active’ as they move through a repeated process of planning,
researching and presenting. The same pedagogical paradigm underpins the Round Square
initiative where as one male student putit ‘we have to do everything ourselves so we have
a sense of ownership of what we do’ .

The Academy’ s chief curriculum coordinator explains that ‘the success of interactive learning
in some classes is being noticed and is spreading’ butthat ‘there hasn’ t been much spread
of global themes, teachers not seeing the opportunity in their syllabus’ . That said the piloting
of the TSGH handbook is helping spread interactive learning on global themes to new
curriculum areas. Handbook activity piloting is currently bringing active learning focusing on
global issues to English, Japanese and Mathematics classrooms.

The director of academic affairs sees a sea change happening that is still in its incipient stages.

Interest in interactive learning is now spreading beyond ‘self-selected enthusiasts’ , and as

it spreads, other teachers are also picking up TSGH themes in their classroom. ‘I am not

saying this applies to all teachers but some teachers are becoming involved in the project and

taking on the learning and teaching ethos which they are conveying through their subject.
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Beyond the learning approach they are incidentally picking up themes. There is a conservatism
among many teachers but TSGH has unsettled this somewhat.” So, over time, global themes
might ride to acceptance on the back of interactive learning.

For the chief curriculum coordinator, the process of empowering students in their learning has
long term and potentially radical cross-curricular implications.  ‘If students move away from
passive receptivity to active two-way learning, it enables students to come to class with and
express themselves through an interdisciplinary lens. They thus become more multi-
disciplinary in what they ask of teachers and we create, de facto, a shift to interdisciplinary
curriculum.’

Section 5: Legacy Matters

Questions concerning what would be the legacy of TSGH were put at each interview
conducted, senior staff and teachers also being asked about plans in place to secure that
legacy.

In this regard, it is worthy of note that consideration of legacy has only been turned to belatedly.
While the 2017 evaluative report raised the importance of considering legacy in good time and
made several suggestions,?' and while the issue was also raised at successive TSGH High
Panel meetings, the first formal meeting to consider legacy only took place in mid-January
2019. Quizzed on the matter of legacy, there was some sense amongst SGH Committee
members that legacy would take care of itself. ‘There is no need for a strategy,” one member
said. ‘Legacy will be more organic arising from those involved’ . Hopefully, this is not wishful
thinking. Committee members were confident that ‘90% of practice will remain’ but this
betrays a somewhat stasis focus on preserving what is rather than adding, evolving and striking
out in new directions. Will the Committee itself survive? The question provoked laughter, a
notsure’ and ‘the Boss will decide’ . Recognizing what one Committee member calls
the big challenge of time’ , it would, we suggest, not go amiss to proactively develop and
present a coherent proposal for the Committee’ s continuance and ongoing remit to the

<

executive.

A number of staff and students interviewed foregrounded active learning as the key legacy of
TSGH (see 4.4). There was some uncertainty as to the extent to which TSGH was primarily
responsible for the take up of interactive and experiential learning across the school. It clearly

21 Kagawa, F. & Selby, D. (2017). Tamagawa Academy Super High School (TSGH) Program: External Evaluation
for the Academic Year 2016-17: Tokyo: Tamagawa Academy
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had been a key influencer but, in the background, MEXT was promoting ‘discussion style’
learning and in Academy the Super Science Global High School was also advocating active
learning. To some interactive learning’ s ‘time had come’ but this is not to in any way belittle
the contribution of TSGH. It has brought a rich student-centered, critical, empowering, locally
connected, paradigm shifting and activist quality to active learning as indicated in the sections
above. This is well captured in the teacher handbook of learning activities that is a key tangible
from the project (see below).

For the project coordinator, a key achievement of TSGH has been to connect Tamagawa
Academy to the near and far outside world and in so doing it has helped students see that
diversity is beautiful’ . There have been significant partnerships forged with the locality, local,
national and international non-governmental organizations and far-away countries and places.
Organizations, he believes, have changed their image of Tamagawa from one that more or
less raised its drawbridge on the wider world to one that is welcoming of connection and
partnership. ‘Organizations are now very happy to connect and engage with us. They have
changed their mind about us. A diverse array of lecturers - LGTB people, soldiers, scholars,
government people, graduate students with a story to tell - now come to the school.’
Finances allowing the Global Seminar Series will continue, perhaps on a reduced number of
lectures each year.

The SWOT focus group exercise conducted with the SGH Committee (see Section 2) revealed
some further legacy strands. These included: continuance of international exchanges and
visits by foreign students, a rise in quality of student presentational skills including through the
medium of English, the openness of the staff to sharing teaching and learning ideas, strong
promotional (PR) contribution for potential students. Placed against these positives they listed
as legacy detractors, inter alia, workload burden, difficulty in finding time to take initiatives, lack
of whole school engagement with TSGH, no clear budget, and lack of senior management
leadership.

For some interview respondents the key legacy of TSGH lies in the intangibles. A member of
the Tamagawa Academy executive team spoke of the sea change he sensed in student
thinking towards wanting to make a contribution to a better future in which they prioritize  “not
just their own lives but the state of the world’ . For a Global Studies teacher the key contribution
of TSGH was to reinforce the mission of the schoolto  ‘keep students thinking and asking
how?” and “why?” astheyquestioneverything’ . ‘ltisa ‘natural part of the school’ .
For a member of the SGH Committee TSGH had internalized in people’ s thinking ‘the image

of a globally-minded school,” something that would not easily be discarded.

Some very concrete legacies were proposed. A MUN teacher expected MUN to be accepted

as an independent studies course. There was also a broad expectation that most of the

electives would continue as would the study abroad opportunities (the school is considering
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local community sponsorship of students). The Super Global Leaders points system was to be
scrapped as the Super Science High School teachers were not interested in its continuation.
A question mark also hung over the World Studies elective in that MEXT was proposing a new
subject focusing on citizenship and contemporary society that would employ active learning. It
would have a commencement date of 2021 alongside which world history and geography were
to become mandatory subjects. These moves, said the TSGH coordinator, ‘might infringe on
a global issues focus’ .

For a member of the senior executive, TSGH has led the way in equipping the school for the
new university entrance process to be instituted in 2023 when the application process and
criteria will be become more holistic and include whole person profiles that do not just focus
on grades but also on overall involvement in and contribution to school and community life as
well as immersion experience in active learning.

For two interviewed members of the school executive and for several members of the SGH
Committee, the most important legacy was the teacher handbook, titled Meeting Global
Challenges: Learning and Teaching the Sustainable Development Goals. Currently being
prepared for publication in partnership with Sustainability Frontiers and to be published by
Tamagawa University Press, the book that will be made available to teachers across Japan.

‘It is wonderful that other schools will be able to use it,” said one executive team member.

‘Key for us will be to think how to use it in each subject area. Publishing the handbook is not
an end but a platform for the future.’

In summary, some key points and recommendations concerning consolidation of the TSGH
legacy:

o Attention has turned too late to securing the legacy. A more systematic, studied,
deliberative and proactive approach going over several months, even through the last
two TSGH years, could have been more thoroughgoingly instituted to great effect

o With the end of the TSGH period senior management and key stakeholders (including,
importantly, students) could hold a formal review meeting for internal reflection on ways
and means of best sustaining and building upon the TSGH legacy

e The elaborated conception of the ‘whole person global leader’ as described in 4.3
should be written into Tamagawa Academy’ s mission statement

e A strong curricular legacy has not been built but this could be made good by employing
and promoting the forthcoming handbook to achieve a global dimension across the
curriculum

e It remains important in this regard to still map out, grade by grade and across the
curriculum, the knowledge, skills and attitudinal learning outcomes that will help foster
the ‘whole person global leader’
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If at all possible, the World Studies elective should be retained as it has become a
particularly fertile and influential space for innovative interactive and experiential
learning; its links and overlaps with Global Studies and MUN should be actively
reinforced

A purposive approach to remedying the current serious gender imbalance in
participation in TSGH formal and informal activities should be developed and
implemented and outcomes of any recruitment drive be evaluated annually

An electronic clearing house mechanism should be put in place for the sharing of
student-centered, interactive and participatory learning activities and approaches, with
occasional staff development sessions being held to consider learning innovations of
cross-curricular potential

Means of retaining and further developing openness to the community through the
Global Career Lecture Series and through in-community projects emanating from the
elective courses and study abroad programs should be put in place

The SGH Committee should continue with a new and clearly defined remit and authority
to both retain and further develop and embed the TSGH legacy; as such it should be
given responsibility for taking forward the legacy suggestions enumerated here
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Iran-Saudi Arabian relations and its effect on the Middle East

The oil price politics in the Middle East
SGH Number: 2619 Tamagawa Academy Upper Secondary Division , Tokyo

Key words: Crude oil price, Saudi Arabia, Iran, Middle East, Geopolitics
1. Introduction

Last yvear | conducted rescarch on how toostabilize the unstable region of the Middle East, Though this rescarch |
theorized a new cold war-style conflict between the two largest powers, Saudi Arabia and Iran. The relation of these twa
nations in the middle east geopolitical stage is profound and seems to not have any ending in sight.
This vear 1 based my research on the relations of Iran, Saudi Arabia, and the United States through the changing oil
prices with the changing vision for Saudi Arabia's economy.

2. Methods and Resuits

The research was based on a review of the foreign policy of Iran, Saudi Arabia and the United States. All of these
nations have a profound efféct on the geopolitical stage of the nuddle cast,

Recently oil prices have been falling starting in 2014 After the price of erude oil hit-a historic high in June 2008 they
had been falling steadily until late 20014, Though they were sighted to rise again. once the 2015 Iran deal was signed
prices started to drop again.

The Saudi economy is heavily dependent on the nations large oil reserves. However, the new leader of Saudi Arabia
has been trying to change this through his “Vision 20307, and needs farge oil revenues to fund this plan. On the
contrary, Iran already has many non-oil industries and has similar crode ol extraction costs as Saudi Arabia, To combat
this Saudi Arabia has been using its relafions with the United States to limit Irans ability to export oil to other nations.
Another nation that is now not able to produce oil 1s Yemen. Saudi Arabia has been fighting one of the deadliest wars in
recent history, This war could simply be seen as a campaign to Limit Iran, However, it is also possible to theorize that
Sandi Arabia is trying to use its military to create more revenue for its own oil industry.

3. Conclusion

Iran, having a large population, a diverse cconomy and similar crude oil extraction costs, is looking to increase its
influence in the Arab world, Saudi Arabia is using its special relations with the United States to limit the ability of Iran
to export oil to other nations, The proxy wars these nations are conducting in places such as Syria and Yemen have a
great effect on the stability of the whole region.

With Saudi Arabia needs higher oil prices more than ever before. They are working extremely hard to limit other
nations ability to export their oil, With this it conld also beé theorized that Saudi Arabia is using the war in Yemen, not
ontly to limit Iran’s influénce in the region but also to limit the oil that can be exported from Yemen,

I think that if foreign powers stop meddling in the middle east affairs. it would be caster to stabilize the region. In
addition, these nations in the middle east need to find new industries to end their addiction to oil and not compete 1o
export the same product,

My research is still incomplete and in its infancy, [ would like to leok into the long history of the middle and find out
more about the baseline reasons for the instability in the region
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